The Post War Decade
Union—by which Nasser mortgaged the Egyptian crop for several
years into the future in return for the purchase of military equip-
ment—ignited the Middle East powder keg. The arms deal not
Only opened the door to Russian penetration of the Middle East,
but also upset the balance of military power between Egypt and
Israel since the Soviet Union delivered large quantities of weapons,
bombers and tanks which Egypt desired. Moscow however made
it clear that the arms had been given "in order to strengthen the
Arabs' bargaining power", and that it did not at all favour the
prospects of a war since it believed that the Arabs would gain
nothing thereby while it might give the West "an opportunity to
regain a foothold in the area".46 Israel pleaded with Washington
for arms to counterbalance the Soviet shipments. But Secretary
of State Dulles refused to heed to this request on the ground that
it would give impetus to an arms race. In a testimony before
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in February 1956, he
stated that if the U.S. Government bowed to domestic political
pressure to send arms to Israel in response to the supply of Com-
munist arms to Egypt, it would lead to an all-out arms race in
which the Arabs would triumph because "thirty-odd million Arabs
[have] far greater . . . absorptive capacity'* than 1.7 million
Israelis.47 United States' refusal to restore the arms balance came
as a great disappointment to the Israelis. They however succeed-
and Czechoslovakia although it was officially made known only in Septem-
ber 1955. This fact as well as other pertinent information concerning the
whole episode was revealed by Hassanein Haykel, the Editor of Hie in-
fluential Egyptian newspaper, Al Ahram. See Summary of World Broad-
casts, Pt. 4, 14 April 1967, Cairo Radio Broadcast.
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the Soviet arms deal with Egypt in 1955 as **the most serious development
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